Neural networks-then and now.
The emergence of neural networks as a significant subdiscipline with corresponding attempts at application to engineering problems is traced back to the 1960s, when Frank Rosenblatt, a Cornell University psychologist, showed by mathematical analysis, digital computer simulation, and experiments with special-purpose parallel analog systems that neural networks with variable-weight connections could be trained to classify spatial patterns into prespecified categories. In his attempts to provide biologically plausible explanations of the function of the central nervous system, he investigated relatively simple networks that were amenable to analysis and more complex networks whose behavior could be predicted only in terms of gross characteristics. He assembled a sizable group involving theoreticians, experimentalists, technologists, and, later, biologists. His work caught the imagination of the press and led to the wave of febrile activity that subsided at the end of that decade.